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Terms of Use
•

Duplicate or share this resource with coworkers or school
systems
Give this resource to your friends or colleagues
Post this resource in a shared file for others to take
freely
Upload this resource to any district or teacher site
Post this item to take for free or for sale on any site 

Disclaimer:
This guide is intended for educational purposes and should not replace
individualized guidance from your child's educational team or legal
advice regarding special education rights. Evaluation procedures and
eligibility decisions may vary by state and district.

Use this item for your personal/student use and make
copies for your own caseload 
You may share a page with a parent or caregiver on
your caseload
Enjoy this resource forever! 

Share it on social media and tag me
@TheListeningSLP to be featured in my stories!

•

•

•

You May Not:

THANK YOU! 

You May:

https://www.instagram.com/thelisteningslp/
https://www.facebook.com/thelisteningslp
http://www.thelisteningslp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sydney-bassard-42417296/
https://www.instagram.com/shelbytheslp/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/shelbytheslp/?hl=en


ABOUT SYDNEY BASSARD, MSP, CCC-SLP

THE LISTENING SLP

Interested in having Sydney speak at your event?

Sydney created The Listening SLP in 2019 as a platform to share
information freely with families, caregivers, and professionals.

Since that time, her platform has gained over 24K followers and
supporters. Her mission is dedicated to listening, learning, and
advocating with families. We are so happy to have you here! 

BOOK NOW!

https://www.thelisteningslp.com/speaking-engagements
https://www.instagram.com/thelisteningslp/
https://www.facebook.com/thelisteningslp
http://www.thelisteningslp.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sydney-bassard-42417296/


THE GUIDE WILL HELP YOU:
Understand what is included in an
evaluation report

Learn what the scores mean

Know what questions to ask

Feel confident advocating for your
child

What is a School Speech
and Language Evaluation?
A speech and language evaluation helps the
school understand your child's communication
skills and how those skills impact their ability to
learn and participate in school. The report should
give you a clear picture of your child's strengths,
challenges, and what support they may need.

@thelisteningslp



What is the Difference
Between Speech and Language?

@thelisteningslp

SPEECH
Speech is the way we produce sounds and words. This includes

articulation, voice, and fluency. 

Articulation - the ability to produce speech sounds correctly so

that words are clear and easy for others to understand

Voice - the quality, pitch, loudness, and overall sound of a

person's voice

Fluency - the smooth, natural flow of speech.

Language is the way we use words and how we use them to

share ideas and get what we want. Language is comprised

of receptive and expressive language skills. 

Receptive - understanding what is being said... "go floss

your teeth" 

Expressive - producing words to convey thoughts and

ideas... "NO, I do not want to go"

LANGUAGE



Areas a Speech-Language
Pathologist Can Assess in Schools

@thelisteningslp

Articulation Language

Social 
Communication

Fluency Voice

Hearing
Screening



What Should Be 
Included in the Report?
Reports can look different, but most include these important sections.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

OBSERVATIONS

ASSESSMENT RESULTS

INTREPRETATION

RECOMMENDATIONS

Includes reason for referral, concerns, medical history,
hearing information, educational history, and previous
services.

Describes how your child participated during testing
(attention, motivation behavior, use of hearing
technology, etc.) 

Includes standardized tests, informal assessments,
language samples, speech intelligibility, observations,
teacher checklist, and parent checklist

Explains what the results mean, your child's strengths,
areas of concern, and educational impact (academics
and social-emotional).

Recommendations may be provided to help guide the team's
discussion about your child's educational needs.
Recommendations may address classroom supports, instructional
strategies, and areas for further assessment.

@thelisteningslp



STANDARD
SCORE

GENERAL INTERPRETATION

130 and Above Very High

116 - 129 Above Average

85 - 115 Average

70 - 84 Below Average

69 and Below Significantly Below Average

Understanding 
Standard Scores 
A standard score compares your child’s
performance to children who are the same age.

Average = 100
Most students score somewhere between 85 - 115.

@thelisteningslp



SCALED
SCORE

GENERAL INTERPRETATION

16 - 19 Very High

13 - 15 Above Average

7 - 12 Average

4 - 6 Below Average

1 - 3 Significantly Below Average

Understanding 
Scaled Scores 
Some assessments use standard scores instead of
standard scores to compare your child’s performance
to children who are the same age.

Average = 7
Most students score somewhere between 7 - 12.

@thelisteningslp



Understanding 
Percentile Rank 
Percentile rank compares your child to other
children the same age. It does NOT mean the
percentage of questions they got correct.

Example:
Imagine 100 children the same age all took the
same speech and language test.
If your child scored at the:

75th percentile, they scored as well as or
better than about 75 out of 100 children.
50th percentile, they scored as well as or
better than about 50 out of 100 children.
16th percentile, they scored as well as or
better than about 16 out of 100 children.

This does not mean they answered 75%, 50%, or
16% of the test correctly. It only tells us how their
performance compares to other children their age.

@thelisteningslp



Beyond the Scores
Scores are just one piece of the puzzle. A quality
evaluation also considers classroom performance,
observations, parent and teacher input, and
educational impact.

What is your child doing well?
Every child has strengths that can
be highlighted. 

STRENGTHS

Where is your child struggling?
This helps guide support and
instruction.

AREAS OF NEED

How do these skills affect your
child’s access and participation
in their education?

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT

@thelisteningslp



Questions to Ask if
Information is Missing 
Here are important questions to ask. 

ABOUT TESTING

Why were these tests selected?
Were other tests considered?
What informal measures were used?

ABOUT SCORES

Can you explain these scores in plain
language?
Which scores concern you most?
What strengths do these scores show?

ABOUT CLASSROOM PERFORMANCE

How do these results compare with classroom
performance?
What teacher information was considered?

ABOUT FAMILY CONCERNS

Were the families' concerns formally assessed?
If not, why weren't they?

@thelisteningslp



I understand why my child was evaluated.

The goal is to understand your child's
communication strengths and challenges for
the team to make an informed decisions.

Parent Evaluation Meeting
Checklist

I understand what tests were administered.

I understand what the scores mean.

I understand my child's strengths.

I understand my child's areas of need.

I understand the recommendations.

I know what happens next.

My questions were answered.

I know what to do if I disagree with the
evaluation.

@thelisteningslp



Additional Resources and
Materials

Explaining Standard Scores

This video helps to explain standard scores. It helps to
break down the standard bell curve with a visual
representation.

@thelisteningslp

Evaluations for Autism, ADHD, & Twice-Exceptionality

Dr. Emily W. King, PhD, explains what to look for in
evaluations for autism, ADHD, and those who are
considered twice-exceptional.

Independent Educational Evaluations

This article from Understood.org covers what an
independent educational evaluation is, guidance on
your legal rights, and templates for requesting one.

FAQs About School Evaluations

This article can address common questions that families
may have about school based evaluations including
who does the evaluation and the cost.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWWxtttbjLY
https://learnwithdremily.substack.com/p/free-replay-all-about-evaluations?r=1a6jof&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web&triedRedirect=true
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/independent-educational-evaluations-iees-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/faqs-about-evaluations-for-learning-and-thinking-differences
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